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Dear Jo, 
Pneumonia is diag nosed histologically by the presence of neutrisphil polymorphs in the air spaces. As I said in my 
report, I thin k th is could be a congenital pneu mon i a. Congen ita I pneumonia is usually caused by ascendi nggenital 
tract infection. I have never seen a case a rising withoutchorioemnionitis— usual1y inhaled infected emniciticflu id 
startscif the pneumonia. 

Haematogenous infection can cause fetal infection, but this is more usually viral, eg CM V. I suppose it isth eoretca Ily 
possi ble th at if the mother was septicaem ic from a cau se other than chorioamn ion ids, bacteria could seed in the 

fetus and set iv an infection in the lungs, butthis wou Id be very unusual. However I couldn't rule it out 

Therefore I think it is unlikely that a congenitEll pneumonia would have arisen without chorioamnionitis and gone on 

tocause FROM. 

I hope th is hasa nswered your question I 

Best wishes, 
Jo 

Dr Jo McParticrnd 
Consultant Paediatric Pathologist 

Service Group Lead for Pathology 
Alder Hey Or iidren's NHS Foundation Trust 
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