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ADVICE TO DOCTORS ASKED TO PROVIDE
H M CORONER WITH MEDICAL REPORT

When asked to provide a medical reportin respect of a deiceased pafient, In
most cases it will bz possible for the Coroner fo read your:report at the
Inquest, provided that the report is produced pmmpﬁy Howaver, accasionally

. it may be necessary to call you to give evidencain person,

Your reports should include the faIloWing: -
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Your fuli names (not inifials), your professionat ad&ress your
qualifications and your position within the pracﬁce}'hosp;tal

You must sign and date yourreport.

Yau shiould identify the full names of ydur patient, mgether with ynur
patient's date of birth, address and patient numbef.

‘Please state how long the deceased has been trebted by you

personally and details of relevant traatment by anijjone else in the

practice/hospital.
From your own kriowledge and from details extra&ted from the notes,.

your report should set out relevant medical mfarmation, relating o the
particular cause or circumstanices of the death, faifowmg a

chrenologicat order,

Hearsay evidence is accepiable; provided that ya ars confident of the
gceuracy ofthe information your are giving, you should record alfl
relevant information gnd give the sourca of the- mf‘crmahnn if not within

'your owh personal knowledge.

If the madical records inchuds reports from other sﬁoctors or specialists,
which may be relevant, capies may be annexed  the report;

Please provide full details ofall medication prescfabed to the deceased
fogether with: details Qf amounts,

Please note: -
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Unless the circumstaneces are exceptional you sHbuld not attempt to

write your report without access to the madical récords and eithera

copy of the post moertem report if it Is available: or‘detalls as o the
cause of death.

Yourreport should be type written.
“Your report is likely to be read out at the !nquestiand should beina

form that can be understood by the family. 1t willibe helpful if you could
explain any tachnical terms that appear and. |denﬁ:n'y items that-appear

as abbreviations or initials.

[nciude all relevant detail even If this might. causé embarrassment to -
the family; in such circumstances the Coroner méy exclude from his

racital at the Inquest delicate passages butitis important that the.

Coraner is fully briefed. Aliernatively, such detal could ba inciuded in a
separate accompanying latter.
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